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In Vedic Astrology (Jyotish), the primary birth chart - the Rashi chart (D1) - is only the
foundational macro-view of an individual's karma. Sage Parashara in the Brihat Parashara Hora
Shastra (BPHS) introduced the Shodashavargas (the 16 classical divisional charts) alongside

other specialized harmonics to act as a cosmic microscope.

Each divisional chart takes a single sign of 30 degrees and subdivides it into smaller, harmonic
segments. When a planet appears promising in the D1 chart, astrologers look to the

corresponding divisional chart (Varga) to see if that promise actually bears fruit.

1. The Shodashavargas: The 16 Primary Parashari Charts

Sage Parashara grouped the 16 core divisional charts into distinct tiers: Shadvarga (6 basic
charts), Saptavarga (7 charts), Dashavarga (10 charts), and the complete Shodashavarga (16

charts).

D1 — Rashi Chart (Gross Physical Plane)
» Division: Full sign (30°).
* Significance: The physical body, overall health, foundational life path, vitality and external

environment. It is the primary reference canvas for all other divisions.

D2 — Hora Chart (Wealth & Resources)

* Division: Half of a sign (15°).

* Significance: Liquid assets, financial accumulation, prosperity, self-earned wealth and
financial stability. It divides each sign between the domains of the Sun (solar/masculine/effort)

and the Moon (lunar/feminine/resource gathering).

D3 — Drekkana Chart (Siblings, Energy & Courage)

» Division: One-third of a sign (10°).

* Significance: Younger and older siblings, teammates, personal courage, stamina, initiative
and drive. It is also used via the Jaimini Drekkana and Varnada Lagna to calculate longevity

(Ayurdaya).



D4 — Chaturthamsha / Turyamsha (Home, Real Estate & Luck)
* Division: One-fourth of a sign (7° 30').
* Significance: Fixed assets, land, real estate, domestic happiness, home environment, fixed

inheritances and general worldly fortunes (Bhagya).

D7 — Saptamsha (Children & Progeny Lineage)
* Division: One-seventh of a sign (4° 17' 08").
* Significance: Conception, children, grandchildren, fertility, creative legacy and the overall

happiness derived from one’s progeny.

D9 — Navamsha (Dharma, Marriage & Destiny)

* Division: One-ninth of a sign (3° 20").

* Significance: The most essential divisional chart in Vedic Astrology. It reveals the inner
potential of the soul, spiritual inclination (Dharma), the second half of life (post-maturation), and
the nature, longevity and stability of the spouse and marriage. A planet weak in D1 but exalted

in D9 gains hidden power.

D10 — Dashamsha (Career, Status & Public Action)
* Division: One-tenth of a sign (3° 00').
* Significance: Profession, public reputation, executive leadership, major career achievements,

government honors, social influence and long-term legacy (Karma).

D12 — Dvadamsha (Parents & Ancestral Heritage)
* Division: One-twelfth of a sign (2° 30').
* Significance: The mother, father, ancestral roots, generational karmas and past-life

conditioning inherited directly through the biological bloodline.

D16 — Shodashamsha / Kalashamsha (Vehicles, Pleasures & Comforts)
* Division: One-sixteenth of a sign (1° 52' 30").
* Significance: Conveyances, automobiles, general material luxuries, accidents during transit

and inner contentment (Sukha) derived from material possessions.

D20 — Vimshamsha (Spiritual Practice & Devotion)
* Division: One-twentieth of a sign (1° 30").

* Significance: Meditation, spiritual progress, devotion to one’s chosen deity (Ishta Devata),



religious retreats, occult studies and the activation of Mantra Siddhi.

D24 — Chaturvimshamsha / Siddhamsa (Higher Learning & Intellect)
* Division: One-twenty-fourth of a sign (1° 15').
* Significance: Academic pursuits, formal education, analytical intellect, scholarship,

philosophical research and artistic skills.

D27 — Saptavimshamsha / Nakshatramsha / Bhamsa (Inherent Strengths &
Weaknesses)

* Division: One-twenty-seventh of a sign (1° 06' 40").

* Significance: Physical stamina, subconscious endurance, vitality and deep psychological

vulnerabilities that shape our reactions to crises.

D30 — Trimshamsha (Misfortunes, Evils & Arishta)

* Division: Unequal five-fold divisions assigned to the five non-luminary planets (Mars, Saturn,
Jupiter, Mercury, Venus).

* Significance: Chronic illnesses, hidden character flaws, deep-seated karmic debts, moral

temptations, litigations and unforeseen accidents.

D40 — Khavedamsha / Swavedamsha (Auspicious and Inauspicious Karmas)
* Division: One-fortieth of a sign (0° 45').
* Significance: Higher spiritual and psychological blessings, past-life auspicious merits and

ancestral habits inherited from the maternal lineage.

D45 — Akshavedamsha (Universal Well-Being & Integrity)
* Division: One-forty-fifth of a sign (0° 40").
* Significance: Purity of character, moral integrity, overall life balance and ancestral merits

inherited from the paternal lineage.

D60 — Shashtiamsha (Past-Life Karma & Prarabdha)

* Division: One-sixtieth of a sign (0° 30').

* Significance: The highest-weighted divisional chart in Parashari astrology (holding more
points in Vimsopaka Bala than the D1 chart itself). It reveals the specific Prarabdha Karma
(ripened past-life actions) that dictates the events of the current incarnation. Because it

changes roughly every two minutes, it requires precise birth-time verification.



2. Additional Classical & Specialized Divisional Charts

Beyond the 16 primary Parashari Vargas, classical Jyotish traditions utilize additional divisional

harmonics to analyze specialized life areas:

D5 — Panchamsha (Fame, Glory & Spiritual Power)
* Division: One-fifth of a sign (6° 00").
* Significance: Used in advanced assessment of fame, authority, personal power, spiritual

discipline and competitive dominance.

D6 — Shashtamsha (Debts, Enemies & Health Complications)
* Division: One-sixth of a sign (5° 00').
* Significance: Dedicated entirely to the themes of the 6th house: chronic medical issues,

legal battles, open adversaries and daily debts.

D8 — Ashtamsha (Sudden Crisis, Longevity & Catastrophes)
* Division: One-eighth of a sign (3° 45').
* Significance: Accidental injuries, sudden transformations, vulnerabilities to surgical

procedures, occult events and death timing (Ayurdaya).

D11 — Rudramsha / Ekadashamsha (Death, Windfalls & Battles)

* Division: One-eleventh of a sign (2° 43' 38").

* Significance: Connected to Lord Rudra (the destructive form of Shiva); used to analyze major
crises, intense internal battles, legal disputes, windfalls and the Arishta (evil influences)

impacting longevity.

D72 — Ashvini Kumaramsha (Medical Astrology & Deep Healing)
* Division: One-seventy-second of a sign (0° 25").
* Significance: Governed by the divine celestial physicians (Ashwini Kumaras); used in esoteric

medical Jyotish to diagnose rare, deep-seated medical disorders.

D81 — Nava-Navamsha (Microcosm of the Navamsha)
* Division: One-eighty-first of a sign (0° 22' 13").
* Significance: The Navamsha of the Navamsha; used in specialized research schools to

inspect the most subtle spiritual tendencies and relational alignments.



D108 — Ashtottaramsha (Esoteric Spiritual Evolution)
* Division: One-hundred-and-eighth of a sign (0° 16' 40").
* Significance: Represents the 108 sacred beats of the cosmic mantra; utilized in advanced

yogic analysis to view the soul’s ultimate spiritual release (Kaivalya).

D144 — Dvadash-Dvadamsha (Absolute Past-Life Memory)
* Division: One-hundred-and-forty-fourth of a sign (0° 12' 30").
* Significance: The Dvadamsha multiplied by twelve; maps the deep subconscious memory

banks (Chitta) and ancestral spiritual inheritance.

D150 — Nadi Amsha (The Sub-Arc of Destiny)

* Division: One-hundred-and-fiftieth of a sign (0° 12' 00").

* Significance: The foundation of South Indian Nadi Astrology. Each sign is split into 150
distinct, named arc segments (e.g. Brahma, Vaishnavi, Kubera). ldentifying the native’s exact
rising Nadi segment allows an astrologer to open specific ancient palm-leaf records containing

predetermined life milestones.

The 4 Core Principles for Interpreting Divisional Charts

* The D1 Chart Sets the Ceiling: A divisional chart cannot manufacture an event that the D1
chart fundamentally denies. If the 7th house in the D1 chart denies marriage, an exalted Venus

in the D9 chart can only provide artistic talent or internal peace, not an external union.

* The Karyesh Planet (House Lord) is Primary: To study an area of life in a Varga chart,
look to the ruler of that house from the D1 chart and see where it lands inside the divisional

chart. For instance, find the D1 10th lord inside the D10 chart to read career trajectory.

* The Varga Lagna is the Gateway: The Ascendant of any divisional chart shows the
individual's subjective attitude toward that specific domain. Malefics in the D10 Lagha show

stress and friction in professional life; benefics in the D9 Lagna show natural relational grace.

* Vargottama Strength: When a planet occupies the exact same zodiac sign in both the D1
chart and the D9 Navamsha chart, it becomes Vargottama. This confers supreme structural
strength, granting the planet the power to fulfill its significations regardless of other minor

afflictions.
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Astrology is offered for guidance only. For important life decisions, please consult a qualified professional.



